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Lung Disability Benefits Program. GAO found that: (1) only a small percentage of miners obtained black lung
benefits between 1973 and 1988; (2) about 90 percent of all the approvals DOL made through calendar year
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were reasonable; (2) between fiscal years 1986 and 1990, DOL reduced the backlog of cases appealed and hired
new staff to increase productivity; (3) DOL collections of black lung overpayments exceeded costs; and (4) since
1978, coal tax revenues have only paid about 60 percent of black lung benefit expenditures. This item ships from
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