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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: . | OPH (that is the name of the city which antiquity called
Thebes of the Hundred Gates, or Diospolis Magna), seemed asleep under the burning beams of the blazing sun.
It was noon. A white light fell from the pale sky upon the baked earth; the sand, shimmering and scintillating,
shone like burnished metal; shadows there were none, save a narrow, bluish line at the foot of buildings, like the
inky line with which an architect draws upon papyrus; the houses, whose walls sloped well inwards, glowed like
bricks in an oven; every door was closed, and no one showed at the windows, which were closed with blinds of
reeds. At the end of the deserted streets and above the terraces stood out in the hot, transparent air the tips of
obelisks, the tops of pylons, the entablatures of palaces and temples, whose capitals, formed of human faces or
lotus flowers, showed partially, breaking the horizontal lines of the roofs and rising like reefs amid the mass of
private buildings. Here and there above a garden wall shot up the scaly trunk of a palm tree ending in a plume
of leaves, not one of which stirred, for never a breath blew. Acacias, mimosas, and Pharaoh fig-trees formed a
cascade of foliage that cast a narrow blue shadow upon the dazzling brilliancy of the ground. These green
spots refreshed and enlivened the solemn aridity of the picture, which but for them would have...
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