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PART I. INTRODUCTORY. When I first set foot on the Maltese
islands, June 22, 1860, an impression came over me that I could
not have selected a more uninviting and uninteresting locality
for the study of the natural sciences--bare, weather-beaten,
rocky, and sterile to a degree, no woods, and scarcely a tree to
be seen anywhere--all surface verdure burnt up by a
semitropical sun and the dreaded sirocco, were the
appearances that greeted my arrival, and, for the time being,
damped my ardour in the pursuits of natural objects. Resolved,
however, to inquire into the capabilities of the islands from a
natural-history point of view, I set to work to obtain all the
information relative to what had been already accomplished,
and at length bethought myself of first studying the
ornithology of the region, more especially the migratory birds
which pass and repass...
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