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indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 Excerpt: .and body, and with it to an increased vitality and resistance to disease.
As regards the main group diseases which cause deaths of infants, it is very evident that the favorable status of
infant mortality in 1919 was due to the very noticeable diminution in the morbidity incidence and the mortality
from contagious and respiratory diseases in infancy. While the infant mortality rate from contagious diseases
was 4.3 for the Greater City in 1918, it was only 1.9 during 1919. Similarly, while the infant mortality rate for
respiratory diseases in infancy was 21.7 during 1918, 15.5 was the rate recorded for 1919. The infant mortality
rate from congenital diseases has remained practically stationary as it has for a great many years past, the
rate being 38.7 during 1918 and 37.2 during 1919. The infant deaths from diarrhoeal diseases was slightly
increased, the rate being 14.7 for 1918 as against 15.9 for 1919. All other diseases showed an infant mortality
rate of 12.3 in 1918 as against 11.2 for 1919. Irrespective of any and all other considerations, however, the
outstanding fact remains, that an infant mortality rate of 81.6 for a city so large and so cosmopolitan as New
York, and for one which records an annual birth registration far in excess of any other city in the United States,
must be considered an accomplishment of no small merit and a tribute to the conscientious work of the
employees of the bureau. For several years past the...
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