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knee frequently depends upon disease of the hip, and pain in the loins from supposed kidney-disease, upon
stricture of the urethra. The eye will take in many of the leading features of a case at a glance, such as the
general aspect of the patient, his mode of walking or standing, etc.; and, when the aJected part is exposed to
view, it will in many cases, if suJiciently practised, complete the diagnosis. Let me warn you, however, against
jumping to conclusions too rapidly; for those who are foolish enough to pride themselves on rapidity in
diagnosis not unfrequently make mistakes which a little more time would have enabled them to correct. You
can no more aJord to leave out steps when tracing the nature of a case by progressive induction, than you can
venture to omit one or more tests when examining a complicated fluid in the chemical laboratory. Lastly comes
the hand, which may require to be fitted with various instruments for special purposes; but which, in its
simplicity, is the surgeon s most powerful ally if properly educated. The much-talked-of tactus eruditus is to be
acquired by all who will take the trouble to practise their fingers in the manipulation of healthy and diseased
subjects, and will at the same time use their mental powers. For, of course, no amount of examination of a
patient will tell you what is the matter with him, unless you elaborate the facts thus ascertained in a mind which
has been trained by previous study to comprehend the importance of the several symptoms; and this is the...
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