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directorship of Design at that institution. The field covered is an extensive one, and | am conscious that many
branches of my subject are only touched, whilst others are treated in a very elementary manner. Every chapter,
indeed, might be expanded into a volume, under such far-reaching headings, to give to each section anything
like adequate treatment. My main object, however, has been to trace the vital veins and nerves of relationship in
the arts of design, which, like the sap from the central stem, springing from connected and collective roots, out
of a common ground, sustain and unite in one organic whole the living tree. In an age when, owing to the
action of certain economic causes-the chiefest being commercial competition-the tendency is to specialize each
branch of design, which thus becomes isolated from the rest, | feel it is most important to keep in mind the real
fundamental connection and essential unity of art: and though we may, as students and artists, in practice be
intent upon gathering the fruit from the particular branch we desire to make our own, we should never be
insensible to its relation to other branches, its dependence upon the main stem and the source of its life at the
root. Otherwise we are, | think, in danger of becoming mechanical in our work, or too narrowly technical,
while, as a collective result of such narrowness of view, the art of the age, to which each individual contributes,
shows a want of...
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