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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Centennial of Illinois Statehood 1818-1918:
Commemorated by the Chicago Historical Society, Orchestra Hall, April 19, 1918, Address; Illinois in History Mr.
Burley: Guests, Friends, Fellow Members of the Society: In behalf of the Chicago Historical Society, I welcome
you all. I cannot permit myself to be mentioned as a son of one of the earliest citizens of Chicago, without
calling to your attention that there are others more worthy of that appellation. There are many here, and we
have tried to have represented here the old families. There are descendants of the Ryerson family, the Ogden
family, the Goodrich family, the Mason family. I see a descendant of the Stephen F. Gale, who came here in
1831. I cannot name them all or I should take up too much time. I must not be classed with the really old
families - my father did not come here until 1837. We have here, also, or we were to have had, the daughter of
Shadrach Bond, the first Governor of Illinois, in 1818 - and that is some time back. We have also with us Mrs.
Tyler, the daughter of Mr. William H. Brown, who was the first president of the Chicago Historical Society. One
hundred years ago, in 1818, Illinois was admitted as a state. It was not done all at once. There was first an
Enabling Act. That was on the 18th day of April; and they have been celebrating that yesterday, and the day
before, at Springfield. Then there were other Acts; and finally the State was admitted in December of the year
1818. The Centennial Commission, appointed by the Governor, thought it...
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