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in Story and Picture In the great movement which has as its slogan Back to the farm, the school garden is
having no slight influence. Today there are in Europe over 100,000 gardens cultivated by pupils, and the School
Garden Association of America has members in every state in the Union and in most of the Canadian provinces,
as well as in the dependencies of the United States. A garden is a practical laboratory in which the pupils gain
first-hand knowledge of the principles of nature study, agriculture, botany, manual training and physical
exercise, and gardening is easily correlated with arithmetic, geography, drawing, composition, bookkeeping
and other school subjects. Furthermore, the cultivation of the soil is of fundamental importance in helping solve
the problem of keeping the world s population fed. School gardens are, therefore, an advantage from every
point of view. Best results are achieved in those communities where the school garden is conducted as a part of
the regular curriculum, and the board provides a specially trained instructor to direct the regular teachers and
to supervise the work. At the same time much has been accomplished by schools not so fortunately provided
for. In some communities the gardening has to be done outside of regular school hours, but even so the results
have been such as to create favorable interest in the movement throughout the community. The question of
space is also a problem that must be dealt with, differently in different localities. If possible, the school-garden
plots should be in or adjacent to the school yard. If it is impracticable to give each...
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